One of Augustine's converts was Ethelbert, King of Kent, who soon revealed Roman influences by setting in writing the laws of his kingdom "according to the Roman mode".5 This he did about the year 600. Very likely the Roman missionaries had brought to his attention the exploits of Justinian, then dead scarcely forty years. Ethelbert's laws are the earliest document in the English language, the first laws written in a Germanic tongue.
Through the fostering care of the Christian clergy, whose personal law was the Roman law, knowledge of the Roman law was kept alive in the island of Britain from the seventh to the eleventh century; it is known that during these centuries Roman law was studied in the cathedral school at York.6
In 827 the united kingdoms of the Angles and Saxons received the name of "Angle-land" (England), the kingdom of England beginning in the reign of Egbert. Much legislation came from the later kings of this Anglo-Saxon monarchy. There is a real continuity of English law from the time of Alfred the Great7 until now. By Alfred and his Saxon successors a remarkable series of laws was published which strongly resemble the Frankish capitularies of Charlemagne and the later Carlovingians.8 Now Charlemagne, the first emperor of the revived medieval Roman Empire of the West, had tried to substitute Roman legal ideas and law for Teutonic usages.
Alfred did much for the law of his age, endeavoring to gather all that seemed good in the old English laws and promulgating new laws. A visit to Rome in his youth and his intense desire after he became king to import into England the learning of the continent should account for much of his inspiration as a legislator.
The eleventh century Canute, the Danish king who ruled both England9 and Denmark, was perhaps the greatest European leg-5 Bede, Iist. eccl. II, ch. 5, "juxta exempla Romanorum". 6 Alcuin, Poema: "Illos juridica curavit cote polire". Edward I., whose reign of thirty-five years included the last quarter of the thirteenth and the early part of the fourteenth century, is sometimes flatteringly54 but rather erroneously styled the "English Justinian". As many as twenty legal enactments passed in his reign have survived to our own time, and have therefore been confirmed by the verdict of long experience. In this reign the jurisdiction of the superior courts of law was settled, the course of the common law was known and established, and legal remedies for wrongs and injuries were well settled. The common law was formed not only by legal treatises, such as Bracton's, based on Roman law, but also by judicial decisions made with the aid of principles derived from the same source. To Edward's Chief Justiciaries, among them Thornton,55 much praise is due for the part they played in developing English law with the help of Roman law.
The reception of Roman law in England prior to the fourteenth century was, as has been noticed, "not an act of legislation, but a long process of custom". 
